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activities

United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD) - Functions

Collection, processing and 
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definitions
Technical 

cooperation 

programme
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Worldwide statistics and 

methodology in many areas
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Methodology: 

International Recommendations for Energy Statistics (IRES)

Delay

.

IRES improves comparability across 
products, flows and countries:

• Countries measure the same thing, 
reducing systematic errors

• Countries publish data in similar 
formats, increasing transparency

• Uniform compilation of products, 
meaning comparisons/balances 
are possible

• Data users understand what 
statistics should represent

Delay

.



© UNSD 2019

Methodology: 

Energy Statistics Compilers Manual (ESCM)

Practical companion to IRES

further and more detailed 
explanations of the 
recommendations in IRES

provide practical guidance for 
compilers of energy statistics, 
balances and accounts

contains many country practices.
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UNSD energy data

Annual energy data collected from 230 countries and areas

-267 countries/areas if historical data are included

-Available since 1950

Coverage:

-72 energy products

-197 flows
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International cooperation/coordination: SDG7

Coauthor of SDG7 Tracking Report

Custodian of SDG indicators

• 7.2.1 (renewable energy, with IEA 
and IRENA), and 

• 7.3.1 (energy efficiency, with IEA)
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International cooperation/coordination:

JOINT ORGANISATIONS DATA INITIATIVE (JODI)
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Training Workshops on Energy Statistics: 

Joint Organisations Data Initiative 11-12 December 2018 

Energy Balances 13-14 December 2018

Beirut, Lebanon
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Capacity Development: Kuala Lumpur 2017
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Capacity Development: Beijing 2016


